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Abstract

Results from studies on inter-ethnic relations indicate increases in

educational and occupational segregation among ethnic groups and decreases

in friendship choices across ethnic lines. Data also show that educational,

occupational, and residential segregation in Taiwan has decreased

dramatically among sub-ethnic groups based on provincial affiliations. We

examined changes in friendship boundaries across ethnic lines using log

linear and multiplicative analyses of island-wide surveys conducted in 1970

and 1997. Our findings show that choice of friends across sub-ethnic groups

has actually increased substantially, with changing boundaries of ethnic

friendships resulting from decreases in residential, educational, and

occupational segregation. However, the data indicate that members of the

Hakka ethnic group are less inclined to make friends with members of other

sub-ethnic groups, perhaps due to their restricted distribution to a few

Taiwanese counties. We use Blau’s macro-structural factors to explain our

findings.

Keywords: ethnic friendship boundary, residential segregation, macro-

structural change
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* *
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45.9 16.5 22.8 9.6 5.2 86 15.1 53.6 12.8 16.0 14.4 3.2 125 13.9
14.5 51.7 23.3 6.5 4.0 49 8.6 13.5 46.9 16.7 19.8 3.1 96 10.7

14.0 11.1 49.8 9.7 15.4 142 24.9 12.0 9.9 45.0 28.3 4.7 191 21.2

9.0 8.6 12.6 53.4 16.3 122 21.5 7.2 5.6 19.5 63.9 3.7 374 41.6

8.4 2.3 10.1 7.1 72.0 170 29.8 5.3 4.4 13.2 12.3 64.9 114 12.7

92 70 134 103 171 570 136 106 210 344 104 900
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1.66* (0.20) 5.89
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1.34* (0.15) 4.37
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* B P<.05
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1   

A 1970 B 1997
% %

% %
96.5 0.5 2.9 810 69.8 91.6 3.6 4.8 1,640 78.3
30.0 64.0 6.0 93 8.0 37.0 54.6 8.4 238 11.4
14.1 0.6 85.3 257 22.1 66.2 6.5 27.3 216 10.3

% 72.9 5.6 21.4 100.0 82.8 9.7 7.5 100.0
846 65 248 1,160 1,734 203 157 2,094

C 1970 D 1997
% %

% %
97.5 0.0 2.5 680 70.8 91.1 3.8 5.1 1,517 77.9
36.4 60.6 3.0 69 7.1 47.3 46.9 5.8 224 11.5
15.9 0.4 83.8 212 22.1 64.3 9.7 26.1 207 10.6

% 75.2 4.4 20.4 100.0 83.2 9.4 7.4 100.0
722 42 196 960 1,621 183 144 1,948
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