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Occultism Revival and Social Change in Taiwan

Hei-Yuan Chiu

Abstract

Religion, occult and science often have quite subtle interaction in
many rapid changing modern societies. Rationality of science always
weakens the function of occultism and also has tremendous impact on
religion. However, science can not help people solve all the problems they
face. In addition, the increasing uncertainty due to social change, the
occultism with mysticism or esotericism revives In many societics
including Tarwan.

Based on analyses of Taiwan Social Change Surveys, the author
points out that education, occupation, religious affiliation, and even age
and sex affect the probabilities of various occult behaviors. Education
and occupanon are supposed to measure rationality of the respondents
and occupation also 1s an indicator of uncertainty. From 1985-1990-1995
surveys, many occult behaviors show an increasing tendency while
education plays a inhibiting role for its secular humanism component and
some occupations with higher uncertainty facilitate occurrence of occult
behavior. Since the direct relationship between uncertainty and occult
behavior can not be demonstrated 1n this study, more direct evidence

should be examined 1n further research.

keywords  occultism, social change, religious behavior, magic



