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Social Ties that Cross Ethnic Lines: 

Interplay between the Rationality o fInstrumental Actions and 

Social Structure 

Duan-Rung Chen • Dung-Sheng Chen 

Abstract 

The purpose of this paper is to examine the variables associated with the 
instrumental social ties that cross ethnic lines, and how the variables 
ethnicity. Adding to the factors examined in the Ii terature which include levels 
of occupational status, age structure, and inter-ethnic contact 
opportunities, we further investigate the social network variables and cultural-
psychological makeup underlying social ties that cross ethnic Iines. Two levels 
of analysis are conducted: 1) a respondent level of analysis; 2) a respondent-
contact dyadic level of analysis 

The results based on the respondent level of analysis indicate that 
respondents who have social ties that cross ethnic lines tend to be more 
educated, middle-aged , have had more inter-ethnic contacts in their early 
childhood , and have parents who are interethnically married. Respondents 
who reside in multiethnic areas also tend to have more inter-ethnic ties than 
their Furthermore, we found that there is an interaction between 
ethnicity and variables associated with interethnic ties. Ethnic groups m 
the main variables associated with interethnic social ties . 8ased on a dyadic 
level of analysis , the dynamics underlying interethnic social ties 
ethnic groups. The intemal mechanisms for establishing social ti es 
change according to the respondent's ethnic background. Further examination 
is needed to reveal the details regarding the subjective evaluation ofinterethnic 
contacts 

Key words: Social network, social capital , instrumental network, inter-ethnic 
contacts 


