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F R bR 5 R 5% 2HE
RER 2BAD %YBEE FER 2 A0 Y FEAER % FER
1915 22,764 45,015 50.6 29,838 36,726  81.2 3.7
1920 23,350 48,636 48.0 29,616 38,412 77.1 3.9
1925 26,193 57,581 45.5 30,051 41,965 71.6 3.3
1930 40,343 84,586 47.7 43,453 57,988 74.9 3.0
1935 44,940 108,874 41.3 46,591 69,565 67.0 2.8
1940 48,424 135,496 35.7 48,562 85,954  56.5 2.6
1945 -- -- -- -- - - -~ 2.5
1950 50,736 179,296 28.3 49,251 116,252  42.4 2.2
1955 52,780 199,807 26.4 55,178 159,631 34.6 2.0
1960 61,044 252,264 24.2 62,310 208,272  29.9 2.0
1966 70,700 318,113 22.2 76,000 273,498 27.8 1.9
1970 73,864 335,799 22.0 77,357 291,761  26.6 1.8
1975 76,292 346,914 22.0 79,693 291,111 27 4 1.8
1980 80,062 352,968 22.7 83,001 281,218 29.6 1.7
1985 82,982 361,549 23.0 83,252 276,389  30.1 1.7
1990 79,598 352,233 22.6 78,473 256,803  30.6 1.7
1994 82,675 358,247 23.1 77,966 254,718  30.6 1.7
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Group Proportions and Ethnic Images:
Structural and Social-Psychological Foundations
of Han-Aborigines Relationship
in Kastern Taiwan

Yang-Chih FU*

(ABSTRACT)

Despite its disadvantaged status as a token minority, the
Taiwan aborigines account for one fourth of the population in East-
ern Taiwan. Such a unique proportion has become a critical struc-
tural factor in conditioning the Han-aborigine relationships in the
east. This study examines what social-psychological consequences
this unique condition causes. It draws from the literature on
‘group proportion" and "power threat" hypotheses, then analyzes
two data sets collected in "The Taiwan Social Image Survey”. The
analyses confirm that the eastern Han hold negative images
toward the aborigines in terms of inferiority in inherent traits,
language, and characters. According to the literature, such nega-
tive ethnic images closely correspond to the fact that the aborig-
ines compose more than a token minority in the east. Based on
these findings, the paper explains the relationships between group
proportions and ethnic images. [t further explores alternative
factors situated in political, economic, and educational spheres.

*Associate Research Fellow, Preparatory Office of the Institute of
Sociology, Academia Sinica



M EgBH F AW 161

Although eastern Han and aborigines compete with each other in
these substantive areas, competition becomes severe only under the
circumstances of a significant minority. The inter-ethnic tension is
also contributed to other factors such as aborigine welfare policy,
but again such a policy arouses the unease from the Han only
when the aborigine population accounts for a significant proportion
in the region. The Han-aborigine relationships may change over
various contents and situations. These changes, however, are often
subject to the peculiar proportions of the ethnic groups involved. It
is by means of such connections and mechanisms that this study
explicates how the eastern Han envision the aborigines.

keywords: group proportions, ethnic images, eastern Taiwan,
Han-aborigines relationships




