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1920 23 ,350 48 ,636 48.0 29,616 38,412 77.1 3.5 
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Group Proportions and Ethnic Images: 
Structural and Social-Psychological Foundations 

of Han-Aborigines Relationship 
in Eastern Taiwan 
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(ABSTRACT) 

Despite its disadvantaged status as a token minority, the 
Taiwan aborigines account for one fourth of the population in East-
ern Taiwan. Such a unique proportion has become a critical struc-
tural factor in conditioning the Han-aborigine relationships in the 
east. This study examines what social-psychological consequences 
this unique condition causes. It draws from the literature on 
"group proportion" and "power threat" hypotheses, then analyzes 
two data sets collected in "The Taiwan Social Image Survey". The 
analyses confirm that the eastern Han hold negative images 
toward the aborigines in terms of inferiority in inherent traits, 
language, and characters. According to the literature, such nega-
tive ethnic images closely correspond to the fact that the aborig-
ines compose more than a token minority in the east. Based on 
these findings , the paper explains the relationships between group 
proportions and ethnic images. It further explores alternative 
factors situated in political, economic, and educational spheres. 

* Associate Research Fel1ow, Preparatory Office of the Institute of 
Sociology, Academia Sinica 



Although eastern Han and aborigines compete with each other in 
these substantive areas, competition becomes severe only under the 
circumstances of a significant minority. The inter-ethnic tension is 
also contributed to other factors such as aborigine welfare policy, 
but again such a policy arouses the unease from the Han only 
when the aborigine population accounts for a significant proportion 
in the region. The Han-aborigine relationships may change over 
various contents and situations. These changes, however, are often 
subject to the peculiar proportions of the ethnic groups involved. It 
is by means of such connections and mechanisms that this study 
explicates how the eastern Han envision the aborigines. 

keywords: group proportions, ethnic images, eastern Taiwan, 
Han-aborigines relationships 


