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A Structural Analysis of Social Mobility in Taiwan, the United States, 
and ]apan 

Ruey-Ming Tsay 

Abstract 

This is a cross-national study of social mobility. Social 
aims to understand the process of c1ass transmission between generations. 
Nevertheless, the patterns of mobility are relational and transitional 
There is no definite measurement in sociological research for determining the 
openness and c10sure of the social structure. Sociologists often rely on 
comparative studies among societies to measure the fluidi ty of a soclety 
To understand Taiwan's social mobility regime , this study aims to compare the 
intergenerational mobility in Taiwan , the United States , and ]apan. In order to 
highlight the special characteristics social in particular, its 
mobility pattern, employs log-Iinear and log-multiplicative models 
to fit the tables of these three societies. In this paper tests 
the Featherman-]ones-Hauser (FJH ) relationship between 
industrialization and social mobility and the convergence of social mobility 
patterns among industrialized three cases. The study is based 

on the datasets from a Taiwanese survey in 1990s, and from ]apanese and 
American surveys in 1970s. The results show that Taiwan's absolute 
pattern resembles )apanese one rather than that of the United States. 
in terms of relative mobility patterns, these three countries do not have 

differences among them, which to some extent supports the FJH 
hypothesis 

Keywords: Social Social Class , Social Absolute 

Relative Mobility 


