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Structural Backgrounds of Cynicism: 
The Rural-Urban Milieu and Employment Status 

Yang-chih FlI 

Cynici sm has become more prevalent in Taiwan over the past few 

years. Thi s study explains the structural backgrounds of such a cynici sm 

in terms of the rura l-urban milieu and employment status, based on the 

1996 Taiwan Soc ia l Change Survey 11 (n= 283 1). The urban background, 

especia lly the current urban residence , proves a key factor in breeding 

cyn icism. Among the current urban in particular, those w ho 

came fro l11 the countryside exhibit the strongest cynical outlook towards 

strangers . Such a cynica l outlook is also more common among those who 

work in the secondary and tertiary sectors, those se lf-em ployers who also 

hire a few employees, who work in the private sector, who work as 

service administrators, as we lJ as high-rank managers. Among the facto rs 

related to emp loyment status, the industry exerts most consistent effects 

on cynicism. The findings lead to several suggestions for more 

comprehens ive and complicated studies. 

Keywords: cynic ism, rural- lI rban milieu , emp loyment status 


