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Cultural Intimacy and Integrated Community Building:
An Ethnographic Study of Local Publicity
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Abstract

The author examines the construction of the Tau-Mi “eco-village” in
Puli Nantou, analyzing its emergence, operation, and transformation in terms
of publicity. It is commonly assumed that recent examples of integrated
community building in Taiwan are helping to establish a Habermasian public
sphere. Instead, I view it as a normative and teleological discourse that
presumes an increase in citizen consciousness via citizen participation. In this
paper I argue that researchers need a new conceptual framework to describe
actual practices in public spaces. Michael Herzfeld’s “cultural intimacy”
concept is worthy of further development, since it addresses how people
articulate different scales of sociality by means of inward acknowledgement
of cultural habits. The community I use as the focus for this study is a place
where people mostly know each other, and therefore can only develop new
forms of publicity based on their experiences and understanding of their daily
lives. My conclusion is that publicity reflects how people can cultivate ways
to mediate communication among individuals, as well as between individuals
and the collective whole. In short, cultural intimacy is a precise conceptual

framework for mediating publicity.

Keywords: Publicity, Cultural Intimacy, Integrated Community Building,
Tau-Mi
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