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Imagined Modernities, Transnational Migration, and Border Control:

A Case Study of Taiwan’s “Mainland Brides~

Antonia Chao

Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Tunghai University

Abstract

Since the spring of 2003 how the Bureau of Immigration should be
instituted has been frequently discussed in both the political and the social
arena. Such a form of policy discussion has posited the “social problems”
created by Taiwan citizens’ foreign spouses (as commonly termed “foreign
brides” ) to be the chief task the Bureau shall take up in the near future. In
other words, the State has understood the linkages between globalization,
sovereignty and border control as primarily represented by the “problems”
transnational marriage brings about. Based on materials of in-depth
interviews and fieldwork research, this paper means to highlight the fact that
the younger generation of “Mainland brides,” i.e., the “foreign brides” of
Chinese origin, construct their agency in the initial stage of migration mostly
on a specific mode of imagination for modernity. It highlights as well how in
most cases such a form of social agency is later thwarted by the patrilineal
rule of marital household as well as the strict immigration regulation

concerning their citizen’s rights.

Key Words: Mainland Brides, Transnational Migration, The Bureau of
Immigration, Globalization, Imagination for Modernity
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