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Modemity and Risk Society 

Kuei-Tien Chou 

( ABSTRACT ) 

This paper explores the legitimation crisis of modernity through 
the sociology of risk which chalienges the paradigm of traditional 
soc io logy. Part icularly, under the deve lopment of high-techno logy, the 
crisis of modern soc iety and of social action a re discussed in this 
context. They are explicated distributively in five dimens ions 

First, the dimension of va lue discusses the switch from the logic of 
line-rationality (goal-rationality) of industrial soc iety to the logic of 
" reflexivity" of risk soc iety . Second , the dimension of system indicates 
the mOllopolistic mastery of political and econom ic systems by which 
the technological system develops and blindly. Th is 
results in a growth of “ risk consciousness" of socia l actors . Third , the 
dimension of relation between the human be ing and nature ana lyses the 
solutioll of the traditional contra-relation between “ soc iety" and 
"nature" . To the contrary, it also shows that from w ithin the risk 
structure which itself is threatened by the crisis, the human 
soc iety and natu re are compe liingly constructed as the same liv ing 
system. Fourth, the institutional dimension cr itiques the di sadvantage 
of technocracy and of the technological representat ive and emphas izes 
the meaning of soc ial partic ipation of the “ technological c itizenship" 
according to the view of di scursive civil society . the dimens ion 
of soc ial identity points out its own difficulty of dec is ion-making for 
the soc ial actors as they just confront “ risk freedom" 

Key Words: risk society, reflexive modernization, soc ial system, risk 
consciousness, representative struc\ure of technological power 


