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Abstract

This address encourages sociologists in Taiwan to engage in policy-

oriented researches to increase social influence of this academic discipline.

We had overstressed professionalization of sociological research such that the

consequent self-disciplining and social isolation had generated severe

backlashes. This paper criticized two potential proposals public sociology

and strong professional sociology that aimed to obtain social popularity for

sociology. It is contended that there exists favorable potentials from social

engineering model. Moreover, obstacles that policy sociology might

encounter in Taiwan, mainly dominance of economics and bureaucratic

hurdles, were detailed. Sociologists can play a more positive role by

proposing innovative institutions that are norms- and reason-based. In

conclusion, six theses of new policy sociology are presented to manifest a

vision of new policy sociology.
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