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Occultism Revival and Social Change in Taiwan 

Hei-Yuan Chiu 

Abstract 

Religion , occult and science often have quite subtle interaction in 

man y rapid changing modern soc ieties. Rationalit y of science always 

we.kens the function of occulti sm and also has tremendous impact on 

re ligio n . However , sc ience can not help people so lve all the problems they 

fac e. ln .ddition , the increasing uncertainty due to social change , the 

occu lti sm with m ys ticism or esotericis m revives in man y societies 

inclllding T.iw.n 

ß.sed on analyses of Taiwan Socia l Change Surveys , the author 

points Oll t that education , occupation , religio u s affil ia tion , and even age 

and sex .ffect of vario ll s occult behaviors. Education 

.nd occ upation are supp osed to mea sure rationality of the re spondents 

and occ upa tion .lso is an indicaror o f uncertainty. From 1985- 1990-1995 

surve ys , man y occu lt behaviors sho \V an inc reasing tenden cy while 

ed ll c. ti on pla ys a inhibiring role for it s secular humanism component .nd 

some occ up. tion s with higher uncertainty facilitate occurrence of occult 

beh.vio r. Sin ce th e relationship between uncertainty and occult 

behavior can not be demon strated in this study , more direct evidence 

sho llld be examined in further rese.rch 

keywords : occu1tism, social change , religious beh.vior, magic 


