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Abstract

The three purposes of this study were (a) exploring how parental
ethnic intermarriage influences adult children’s ethnic intermarriages, and to
determine differences among Mainlander, Hakka, and Fukien Taiwanese; (b)
clarifying intergenerational influences from ethnic intermarriages and how
such influences vary according to adult children’s education; and (c) examining
differences in intergenerational influences from ethnic intermarriages in terms
of social distances among ethnic groups from the perspectives of grooms (i.e.,
getting daughters-in-law) and brides (i.e., getting sons-in-law). Data are from
the 1992-2005 Taiwan Social Change Survey conducted by the Academia
Sinica Institute of Sociology. Data on 11,275 intergenerational matched
pairs of ethnic intermarriages were used to test six hypotheses. Results from
logistic regression models indicate that adult children are more likely to marry
across ethnicities when their parents have ethnic intermarriages. Statistically

significant differences were found across the three ethnic groups. According
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to the results, the effect of parental ethnic intermarriage was not modified by
increased educational achievement on the part of grooms, but the effect was
decreased as the educational achievement of brides increased. For both brides
and grooms, the intergenerational influence of ethnic intermarriage was found
to decrease over time (i.e., less for older birth cohorts). The findings indicate
that social distances among the three major ethnic groups in Taiwan differ

from the perspectives of grooms and brides.

Keywords: ethnic intermarriage, intergenerational influence of cross-ethnic

marriage, ethnicity, Taiwan
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