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Abstract

Differences in educational attainment between Chinese mainlanders and
native Taiwanese contributed significantly to the differences between the two
groups in terms of socioeconomic status in Taiwan. For many years it was
assumed by many local scholars that differences in educational attainment
were largely due to tuition subsidies for the children of government
employees—a sector dominated by Chinese mainlanders. This assumption
was challenged by two researchers using new data on tuition subsidies
gathered through a national survey. Their research however has overlooked
the social change effects of economic development, and their statistical
models failed to tackle the core question of whether higher educational
attainment among Chinese mainlanders can be ascribed to tuition subsidies.
This paper uses the same above-mentioned data to confirm the conventional
wisdom: subsidies to the children of government employees contributed
significantly to higher educational attainment among Chinese mainlanders
prior to the period of intensive economic development in Taiwan. This
advantage was significantly reduced, but not eliminated, in the later stage
when college tuition was relatively affordable to the families with lower

incomes. The positive correlation with parental employment in the public
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sector has also steadily decreased.

Keywords: Social Economic Status (SES), Tuition Subsidy, Public Sector
Employment, Ethnic Politics, Educational Attainment, Class

Mobility
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-2 Log likelihood 1184.540 1218.883
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Nagelkerke R? 264 179
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*p=0.05, **P=0.01, ***P=0.001

IR BE B AR AR - FATAS TR & T HIBE E I -
INEERRSRER ~ EORPIERE ~ A BEE - ihE s ~ IR CEES - &
RFARS AR HEER o BISEANIEE - TR  CAT e g rh B2 e B th e it 1 s 4B
FIRERE (2HEEBIBE 2002) © AATARREE(HER 2 Al ReRYIRIAE
A PR AR MR R A - e R 1 AT AR
TR o0 EERBRIFAE LIRS € AL i R B - (15 FE (T
FRMRABE RO G BE R - 8 - FEE SR i 2R A& i

P BB G hIREE (1952-1958) o [AIPERIE2ARE#AL - Fik - WE 5
B yDRE o HEEE S KW EEEEER  BL  E@EFFM - AR EAE
Z—HFAESE TEBE ) - BREWHGER LR 2 RL/AFREREI K EDL - 5
BRI 5 - BERHEER & 2o R T AL @ A



BB BRI R A - SRR  MSRIE S - B ER 23

R FAZEAREELDREE (39%UT)

KEME aPEHE
b S.E. b S.E.
4380 (8) 154 113 -.027 155
BiE (Na) -313 .193 303 325
ISEBIBES (FE) 558 .116%%* 264 174
RFYBEREE (SPaBREE)
FPLAT 21,197 157 11,568 4Dk
RERE 499 254% -.133 739
CHBHEE (@B LRELEE)
0-218 900  217*F%  1.152 DA4THRH
3-58 498 211% .831 217%%
REFERBPY (BEAYMEHTHE)  -054 194 -222 313
SRYBE (FEE) 973 262%%* -.109 521
(B8 -360 252 1.435 463
-2 Log likelihood 1865.263a 1002.959b
Cox & Snell R? 156 067
Nagelkerke R? 209 .095
BREAE 1554 876

*p=0.05, **P=0.01, ***P=0.001
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b S.E. b S.E.
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RFYBEREE (SPSBR/EE)
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BNRHBE (F8E) 643 319% 1.008 .502%
(B8 -2.684 348%F* 785 340%
-2 Log likelihood 848.851 1130.058
Cox & Snell R .080 145
Nagelkerke R? 164 203
BRI 1456 1041

*p=0.05, *P=0.01, ***P=0.001
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