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Transnational Maternal Citizenship:

Changing Moral Economy on State Margins

Yen-ning Chao
Department of Sociology, Tunghai University

Abstract

The author uses long-term ethnographic research data to examine
changing transmigration patterns along the northern border of Fujian
province, modes of constructing gender and sexual subjectivities implicit in
migratory patterns, and how these patterns and modes respond to recent cross-
strait politico-economic configurations and border control mechanisms. A
second goal is to contribute to our understanding of potential links, junctures,
and ruptures within relationships among a given society’s economic
activities, expressions of affects, and moral order. I offer four theses: (a)
due to transforming politico-economic configurations and border-control
mechanisms across the Taiwan Strait during the past decade, married women
in northern Fujian province (Minbei) have replaced single men as the largest
group of migrants to Taiwan; (b) the majority of these women enter Taiwan
via fraudulent marriages, and an increasing number are thereafter engaged
in what I refer to as the “labor of sex and romance”; (c) the first two factors
are deeply affecting moral economy practice and understanding, especially in
terms of gender-based labor divisions and ideology; and (d) unlike previous
researchers of migration and transnational motherhood, I found that Minbei
border-crossing informants treat the identity and profession of motherhood in

an emotionally distant manner.

Keywords: northern Fujian province (Minbei), border zone, labor of sex and

romance, moral economy, transnational motherhood
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