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How Local Education Empowers Rural Development? A Case
Study of Meinong

Pin-Hsien Wu

Department of Social Development, National Pingtung University

Meinong has been well studied as a case of community-led development ever since the
Meinong Anti-Dam Movement. During and after the movement, Meinong has witnessed the
return of young people to the community, many of whom afterward joined local NGOs and
educational institutions. However, few studies on Meinong have investigated the effect of
education on people’s identity construction, in spite it cultivated agency for the movement and
constantly works as a key mechanism to boost local development. The paper is based on my
four-year fieldwork in Meinong, during which observations and interviews were conducted
with NGO members, educators, adult alumni of Long-du Elementary School and farmers. My
finding suggests that educators those adopt critical pedagogies of place, while in and with the
support of community partners, are more capable of agency to facilitate our engagement with

both material and symbolic politics of rurality and to empower alternative rural development.

Keywords: rural education, place and community identity, critical pedagogies of place, two-

ness of rural life, alternative development
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