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Two-Layered Reflexivity of Believers in a Secular Age: Religious Discourse

and Religious Experiences among Christian College Students in China

Ke-Hsien HUANG
Department of Sociology

National Taiwan University

Abstract

The recent interest in religion on European and American college
campuses indicates that students are not necessarily rejecting religious values
due to science education. A similar phenomenon exists in China, where
atheism has always been the ruling party’s official ideology, and where on-
campus religious activities are officially prohibited. Based on participant
observations and interviews, I discuss how Chinese Christian college
students maintain their faith within such restrictions. I found that they are
not struggling in a zero-sum religion-versus-science game, but successfully
reconciling the two by manifesting a two-layered religious reflexivity. When
interacting with non-believers, they adjust their elaborations on relationships
among science, religion and superstition to maintain a religious identity and
to facilitate evangelism. Their reflexivity also manifests in subjective and
introverted thinking. They examine their personal religious experiences in the
spirit of science education, thus experiencing transcendence amid interstitial

space in a science-inspired immanent frame.

Keywords: Christianity in China, faith of college students, reflexivity,

religious experience, science and religion
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