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Intergenerational Exchange:
A Study of Older Women’s Housework Experience

Yow-Hwey HU
Yah-Jong CHOU

(ABSTRACT)

Women's housework resposibility is the result of gender divi-
sion of labor, in the family norm practices, and power bargaining
of power in the family. In Taiwan’s patriarchal and patrilocal
system, the nature and change of housework-sharing and
exchange patterns between in-laws became the focus of our
research. We employed the focus group method to explore elderly
women’s housework experiences and their own interpretations.
Two housework items-"cooking" and "grandsons-caring" are the
locus of our investigation. Base on the "autonomy-control-support-
dependency” conceptual framework, we analized the narrative
among women’s talk in four different focus groups. The results
indicate that the housework content as well as the sharing patterns
have undergone tremendous changes, and these changes are
related to social class -~ living arrangement, migration and
employed conditions of daughters-in-law. However, the meaning
of such changes and elderly women’s adaptation ability are more
related to their own economics resources and their ability to rein-
terpret traditional cultural norms. Policy implications of these
results are also discussed.

key words: intergenerational exchange, gender, housework



