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Civil Society and Public Deliberation:

Deliberative Dispositions of General Citizens and Civic Group Activists

Kuo-Ming LIN
Department of Sociology

National Taiwan University

Abstract

The literature contains many studies of tension between deliberative
democracy and the confrontational characteristics of civic activists. It is said
that civic activists are more likely to oppose deliberative democracy than the
general citizens. This study compares the deliberative dispositions of the two
groups, using data from “citizen forums” and “civic group forums” in which
participants discuss financing reforms for Taiwan’s national health insurance
program. Results indicate that civic group activists do not necessarily oppose
or support deliberative democracy. Instead, it appears that the configuration
of society (i.e., the organizational characteristics of civic groups) and their
relationships with other groups and the state influence the deliberative

dispositions of activists.

Keywords: deliberative democracy, civil groups, public deliberation, social

movement, citizen participation
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