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Abstract

Religion has long been understudied in the migrant worker literature,
especially in studies of religion in the lived experiences and subject
construction of migrant workers in transformational China. To address this
gap, this paper explores the dynamics of subjectivity construction among
Christian migrant workers, with a focus on Christian churches in Shenzhen.
Although Christian migrant workers are subjected to the state’s institutional
rules and exploitation by global capital, they are not entirely passive
recipients, and are capable of using religious values to re-interpret existing
social inequalities and labor alienation. However, the restraints of multiple
differential statuses imposed on migrant workers make it difficult for them to
reconstruct their subjectivity via symbolic meanings offered by Christianity.
This paper looks at the relationship between individual religious construction

and industrial capitalism in the context of China’s current transformation.

Keywords: migrant workers, religion, Christianity, social transformation,

subjectivity
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