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Abstract

During the past two decades, the children of marriages between Han
Chinese and indigenous residents of Taiwan have become increasingly
flexible in terms of determining their ethnic status. Before the “Status Act for
Indigenous Peoples” was passed by the Taiwan Legislative Yuan in 2001, the
administrative regulations on the status identification for indigenous peoples
had been revised several times, but few efforts have been made to address the
impacts of the revisions before 2000 on interethnic marriages and children.
Here we use paired parent-child data from the 2000 Republic of China
Census to examine the effects of complex family and social contexts on these
children’s ethnic status choices. Our main findings are (a) the probability of
bi-ethnic children inheriting indigenous status from their mothers decreased
after the implementation of more flexible administrative regulation on ethnic
identification for indigenous peoples in 1991. The impacts of institutional
changes are not reflected in the ethnic inheritances of children because of

their parents’ reluctance and negative social atmosphere; (b) in accordance
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with the patriarchal custom of determining descent through the father’s family
line, children born in bi-ethnic marriages are more likely to inherit indigenous
status via their indigenous fathers rather than their indigenous mothers.
Nevertheless, some exception can be observed if the indigenous mother are
more resourceful than the Han father in a family; (c) in contrast to families
living in non-aboriginal townships, inter-ethnic families residing in aboriginal
townships are more likely to allow their children to inherit indigenous status
due to social support and peer pressure; (d) the likelihood of inheriting
indigenous status is higher in socially and economically disadvantage
families. However, the effect of instrumental purpose on inheriting indigenous
status is not as strong as people expected since the disadvantageous families
identifies in this study are small in number; and (e) the impacts of ethnic
intermarriage on ethnic cohesion and identity in elite families is deserving of

further study.

Keywords: Bi-Ethnic Children, Intermarriage, Indigenous Status

Identification, Census
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5w (primordialism ) B T EEH (instrumentalism) > N[E B EwFTHRET
FHAA . (Anderson 1991; Esman 1994; Isaacs 1975) ° LURAGRKE »
& AHI S 732 HFGE (givenness) Z S RAGEEATENE A FTE - WIH &
BRFRECERE R E ~ b ~ 3B > S HREIAmt &g > #EHimik - 38
B~ iR S BE s ERRE - AL — Rt gat R o R A
(] IRp S A1 A BT BRI EEE (loyalty ) » HHSTE B FAERERS - 1T2H
BTG C BT (Geertz 1963) o mil &R A 3w A At
A > ERAE A GEIR] E [ 2 AR P IRAS BL R BE A TG 5 FP R 8% (Eller and
Reed M. 1993) - T Ef R G5 am RS A A& 48 > il E 34
PN EREEIRAS - T Hamaf f i R G aB RS FAEM AT ~ R 5 (€@ S S A
G503 > LRI MR E R > B el FHERE A GE B H T
B o {f NG E B A — e 2 8 HH R E AR
PR BTSRRI R R R ~ R RECE B R E R TE L

(Bacova 1998; Hempel 2004 )  [fi1&5am (circumstantialism) HIE&H T
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GRS ~ BOG ~ ik e EmE o R EREEAPE > IEREER M
R B R SEE R RS2 B B S RO - A AR SRR R B
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DUREGm B KR » RS 7 2 Fe Bl 1E (Geertz 1973) >
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TR T R IR - HRRERYE ZE Bt S P i > IR SRRESR
FERRAE T R E R I T 22 - HERRIMIERES 73 rTREC FE B — it
(Stephan and Stephan 1989) ° £ [MGEAR 82 STATIRRERAEL » 20004
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