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A0[E Jaggar (1988:255) MRy » EELEEH|IBH - TFHEREME
XALE T AL EES - PR LIS EE R BB IR B RS
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WA Es % BEEE T mA SRR A U RE IR I R AT 2R &
HFFE - & ARRR > BESER 2R AIRE S S - Bt S
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% -~ 5REZ ~ BHIEH 1997 5 Lee, Sun and Chao 2001) « BM#EA5EE EAE
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(Lorber 1998 ; Schofield et al. 2000) » RI{LAYIE &1 BB @RI
Gt T EE =5 - EEHELE SRRt g ERS LB I E
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ZEYERR  HREE T BRI T B2OERIRHI AT » B
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XAt MIEEE S - BECELERIRE L (ER TEEAFW
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HIR AT P2 E Y - JRENA7E B A CRERIREREEA) fH
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RETFEMERZR « DERME  IRNEEGEMER? 15 (H16)
—RLBIIRY N ¥ HE awlEE AR EEEE (K 136) - MR
FRZEERIREE AR - S ES E O SRR » ERIETR
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Goffman (1963:48-51) szARE REREES = > WIFE IS
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Bl > ERBEES SRS RIREE R IE R A — M KPR AN - JERRER
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PE) - fnll B RER B R 9T DL B R RS AR FE S BRAVIE SR £ > HUIRRE
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Abstract

I analyze the gender politics from the case of infertile men and women in
Taiwan. I move beyond the view of equating the stigmatized gender with
women. Instead, ] emphasize the importance of “gendered stigma”
approach through investigating (1) gendered bodies, (2) gendered stigma
management, and (3) gendered protective circle from intimates. For the
gendered bodies, society easily assigns blames of infertility on women partly
due to the biological fact that only women get pregnant. More importantly,
the assumption of women’s vulnerability, the link of virility with masculinity,
and the women-targeted infertility diagnosis system all facilitate the
association of women with infertility. For the stigma management, wives
often cover for their infertile husbands. Men often successfully control their
stigma information through such protective cycle, as well as through avoiding
entering medical setting for infertility treatment. However, this often leads to
the transfer of stigma to healthy women. No matter whether women are the
causes of infertility, they became the discredited. Some women actively find
ways to maintain their normal self; they separate themselves from some
annoying encounters and seek support from other infertile friends. Urban,
professional women of nuclear family have more resources than housewives
to resist. As long as assisted reproductive technologies becomes a must for
the infertile to “correct” their “defect,” women are forced to go through
more intrusive medical intervention. Paradoxically, men’s association with
virility forces them to face lingering pressure to have offspring, but such
expectation is mostly fulfilled through women’s bodies. I stress that the
concept of gendered stigma can help reveal the formation, impacts and
management of stigma more adequately.

Key Words: Stigma, Infertility, Gender, Assisted Reproductive Technologies,
Information Control
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