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Historical Formation of Population Policy in Taiwan

Hung-Jeng Tsai
Department of Applied Sociology, Nanhua University

Abstract

A Foucauldian analysis on population policy formation in postwar
Taiwan is presented in this paper, with a specific focus on the historical
formation of family planning as an effective power-knowledge complex
lasting from the late 1950s to the late 1960s. I start with a description of
“objective” population transformation theory and explain why the
Taiwanese transformation process was condensed. The current literature
does not provide a satisfactory explanation for this condensation because
the state role was not well-considered. Next, I explore subtle changes in
family policy promoted by the KMT government and report the finding that
American geo-political strategy in East Asia was the driving force behind the
Taiwanese family plan. Last, I evaluate positive and negative influences of the
family plan to explain the effective scope of the power-knowledge complex,
describing how it promoted capital accumulation and sped up the aging
rate of the Taiwanese population, thereby paralyzing societal consciousness

regarding the impacts of aging.

Keywords: power-knowledge complex, demographic transformation, family

planning, East Asian geopolitics, population aging
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