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The Division of Household Labor in Taiwan:

Economic Dependence and Gender

Ying-Ling Hsiao

Department of Child and Family Studies, Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

According to the literature, three main theoretical perspectives on the
process of household labor allocation are gender role, time availability, and
relative resources. The author examines the effects of the three perspectives’
determinants and of gender display on the relationship between economic
dependence and housework. The data used in the study came from a national
sample of married people (n=1,874; 977 men, 897 women). Individual and
household characteristics were controlled for in regression analyses of factors
related to male/female proportions of housework. The results show greater
support for the relative resources and gender role perspectives than for the
time availability model. The results also indicate a linear (as opposed to
curvilinear) relationship between economic dependence and the respective
proportions of housework performed by married men and women. These
findings suggest that the link between housework and economic dependence
complies with rules of economic exchange rather than gender display or

deviance neutralization processes.

Key Words: division of household labor, economic dependence, gender
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SEnE1/) % 0.45 0.75 0.49 0.79

BEER ) E 1.25 1.18 1.29 1.20

1958 A 2/ E 0.74 1.35 0.67 1.26

KERA (B) 79.51 55.96 75.26 52.17

EOBEREM 0.43 0.50 0.46 0.50
HRlAeREE 4.96™* 1.77 5.19** 1.77
iSEEIRl)EEE:

K2EH T 22.30*** 29.46 -15.51*** 31.48
BEE R

BASEKIBIZE P 0.52*** 0.50 -0.40*** 0.56

5t - RARLRERLLEMIEHIZESR ¢ * p<.05, ** p<.01, ** p<.001 °
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SHEF T 5.76 33.47 2.06 4.00 3554 436 211 3.48
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- BEI— iU BA =
= b B b B b B
i 0.003*  0.139 0.003**  0.148 0.003*  0.136
(0.001) (0.001) (0.001)
HETH 0.005**  0.104 0.003 0.064 0.003 0.058
(0.002) (0.002) (0.002)
B&E1/)\ZE -0.011 -0.042 0.001 0.005 0.000 0.000
(0.010) (0.010) (0.010)
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ELELNG 0.009 0.032 0.006 0.021 0.015 0.053
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(0.013) (0.012) (0.012)
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5 BRP o HB RS
a REEW AL natural log BHREFTTUIIA DT ©

* p<.05, ** p<.01, ™ p<.001 °
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*p<.05, * p<.01, ** p<.001 °
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