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Social Movement Goes Online:
An Exploratory Analysis on the Internet Experience of Taiwan's

Social Movements

Holin Lin + Lu-Lin Cheng

Abstract

Social movements lie at the core of social changes. They are collective
responses toward societal transformation and represent human efforts to
control their social environments. If the "information society" is as epochal
as is enthusiastically claimed, the next great transformation after the industrial
revolution, then the effect of the Internet on social movements must not be
overlooked. This article examines the relationship between the Internet and
social movements in Taiwan during the country's early steps in becoming an
"information society".

In this paper, we focus on the interplay between social differences,
information technologies, and various social movements. The article 1s
composed of two parts. In the first half, with reference to foreign experience,
we demonstrate the promise of information technology for aiding social
movements and, given local technological and social infrastructures, reveal in
clear contrast the underutilization of information technology among social
movements in Taiwan. In the second half, we show how differential
experiences of social movements, mediated by information technology, can
facilitate or constrain the expansion of social movements. Five related issues
are empirically examined and theoretically discussed to grasp the complex
reality of information transformation as is being experienced by social
movements in Taiwan.

Keyword: Social Movement, Information Society, Internet



