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The Applicability of New Occupational International Socio-Economic
Index in Taiwan’s Social Science Research:

An Example Based on Face-to-face Survey of Adults’ Occupations

Pei-huan LEE
Department of Education, National Taitung University
Yih-jyh HWANG

Department of Education, National Taitung University

Abstract

Previous studies have shown that in terms of father’s occupation
as reported by Taiwanese students, the construct validity of Ganzeboom
and Treiman’s (2003) new Four-digit Code Occupational International
Socio-Economic Index (ISEI) is substantially lower than the New Taiwan
Occupational Socio-Economic Scale (NTSEI). Regarding the more detailed
occupational surveys involving face-to-face interviews with adults, the
construct validities of ISEI and NTSEI are still awaiting evaluation. We use
national data from the 2005 Taiwan Social Change Survey (collected through
face-to-face interviews with adults) to compare the construct validities of
three occupational scales: four-digit code ISEI, single-digit code ISEI, and
NTSEI. According to our results, NTSEI had the highest construct validity of

the three, with the two types of ISEI having similar levels.

Keywords: New International Socio-Economic Index of Occupational Status,
New Taiwan Occupational Socio-Economic Scale, construct

validity
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