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Taiwanese Tea: A Case of Monopoly Rent by Social Construction

Yu-Hsiang Chen
Department of Sociology, National Taipei University

Abstract

The author explores the social construction of Taiwanese tea, whose
preferred market changed from low-price export to high-price domestic
consumption in the 1980s. The current high domestic price of Taiwanese
tea is a result of monopoly power and a product of social construction. By
presenting a carefully selected history and making claims of a special style,
“Taiwan-Oolong tea” established monopoly rent in the 1980s. Beginning in
the 1990s, “high-altitude tea” replaced the Taiwan-Oolong concept, thereby
extracting more monopoly rent through claims of special physical qualities.

The story is offered as an illustration of survival in Taiwan agriculture.

Keywords: monopoly rent, social construction, Taiwanese tea, Taiwan-

Oolong tea, high-altitude tea



110 ik er s

YT
> Hl G

x> RBERALKIEBEY - (ER ~ Hig ~ EDUERI0FH
SRR > THRER ) MBS - B - AL - BRAERHEE - HTE
1980 A EEAREM AR £k BRI (&L A
TR TEEE ) E—ik - R > WA EIRGG - &
R AR PO A AR 0k BfEARE SR IROR3E - SEAIEEDT
102065 o B 5k = [E#E O R HEBIFR A E AT ER  HEBRRAN)
PHASHESR - 80 E R KRR TS o

= (TG S 5 il B R S IR » BOT30 2R > LG
BRGSO AUSOE N ~ PR RI S - M B AR RS AU - —
7 RSB AR R S TR L A B R ST - B TG
FREEZEFTSANE - ZHLVBITS S F EA 2RI (F1H - 2002) - FE%
It > BEAEMEFIRR MEAE o AT FTHER AR BT S /T -
G NER RIS RIARENGRE - #EH GRS A R
ERIIRRTE > fE Rt — (S8R ERRIVEF T -

HIFEEE R R > ARSI - GERAE
HTEBIN IR R A B EIEERT /1 (monopoly power) © [KIf 75
HRIFEEL EAEES - EE—EGERT S HEEBREELA
RELAE R HLAt 3 & (ERS H 6  HFR R iR BT 8B 1155 (Pindyck and
Rubinfeld 2001: 327-346) © i2FHERET /1 IEAR EE 5 R A1 G 17
TER B A A N S B A AR > AT 508 B ot e A PR © KR
Karl Marx (1975: 873-5) EiDavid Harvey (2001) & » HIG#E AR
HERT A R o DRI o 2R A A L R A ] B KT e A 7 5 =
2 (monopoly rent) ©



ERFEREIRILE - GESRBEHI a2 111

I

NG E IR B R E S A IR R AR - GETREL1860
AR @R - JMBIR AR TS BRI EGEILETHER R - HIL
Z&RFSEOBREAIMAR TR GER A EE LRI TS L E N ET
BT T RAG T i — P e 2t T i o {H1980F (i 5
BN - ANBHAGTEA B T S S HIEEET ) (BRFA 2005) - F3fAIHH
WIME - GERAEBIA R LN S B & - SRR E A A 2 2k
H 2 e SR BRER T SR Al AE A 2 @ (A Rr IR S A B R - B
H5 EERERERENTE - (BRI MHBAR GRAT 2R (PR 1979 « Juig$
1992 ; Etherington and Forster 1992 : Fri#HA 1993 ; [HZE & 1994 5 {REEEK
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