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The Classification and Transformation of Aborigine Land

Rights in Qing Taiwan

Chih-Ming Ka

In Qing Taiwan, Han settlers acquired farmland primarily from
aborigine tribes. The land tenure system between Han and plains
aborigines hence constitutes a key to the understanding of ethnic
relationship in Qing Taiwan. Meanwhile, aiming to shape and reshape
ethnic relationship to facilitate its rule in Taiwan, the Qing government
actively involved in defining and enforcing aborigine land rights. For this
reason, the aborigine land right also provides an important clue to the
state-society relationship. Existing study on land tenure between plains
aborigines and Han (the aborigine rents, fan-tsu, as termed in this
article), mainly the works done by Japanese scholars of Research
Committee on the Taiwanese Customs and Land Survey Bureau during
the colonial period, is far from satisfactory. The Japanese scholars tended
to shoehorn various types of aborigine rent into the modern forms of land
rights and therefore misinterpreted their particularities. Besides
reinterpreting the Han-aborigine land tenure data collected by the
Japanese scholars, the author draws on abundant new materials
discovered today to classify various aborigine rents and to elucidate the

route of their transformation.

Keywords: Land Rights, Plains Aborigines, Ethnic Relationship, State.



