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Reflections on Modernity

Ruey-chyi HWANG*

(ABSTRACT)

Historically speaking, Modernity refers to the nature of
Modern Western civilization, centered on Western Rationality and
included Capitalism, Industrialism, technology, democracy, colonial-
ism etc.. Modernity originated from Southern Europe in late
Middle Age. Irom then on Modernity diffused to the whole
Furope, then with the expansion of Western powers Modernity
diffused to other parts of the world. At the early stage we called
"Western Modernity", at the latter stage we call "Global Moder-
nity". We may think the diffusion of Modernity as a maelstrom.
The core of the Modernity Maelstrom is in Europe, the other parts
of the world have been involved in the maelstrom. This process
we call "Modernization". The result of the process is the Modern
World which is dominated by Western powers.

keywords: modernity, modernization, western rationality, western
modernity, global modernity, Modern World
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