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Abstract

Based on group observations and in-depth interviews, the authors
discuss how the intersection of class and gender manifests in the counseling
experiences of domestically violent Taiwanese men. The authors use a
Bourdieusian feminist approach to analyze how class distinctions within
gender are (re)produced and the power logics underlying such distinctions.
The nature of domestically violent men is inscribed with meanings of
(working) class specificity for maintaining middle-class ‘purity’. In its
analysis of men’s multiple and conflicting experiences, this paper contributes
to research on domestically violent men by challenging the monolithic and
stereotype of male abusers. It also rejects the essentialist approach to class

analysis through a relational understanding of class.

Keywords: Bourdieusian feminist analysis, emotion control, male domestic

violence abuser, class, gender
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