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Public Sociological Writings: Academic Blogs and Knowledge

Dissemination in Taiwan

Hong-Zen WANG
Department of Sociology
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Abstract

In the past decade there has been a wave of online pubic writing
organized by various academic communities in Taiwan that is unique when
compared to online public writing in other countries. In this paper I use
Burawoy’s four types of academic writing to analyze this wave as a form of
public sociology. After discussing public sociology as practiced by Taiwan’s
sociology community —including its participation in social movements,
local communities, policy making, and media—I use STREETCORNER
SOCIOLOGY ONLINE (hang’a’kao shehuixue) to illustrate the three
meanings of public writing in Taiwan: as an outlet for society as opposed to
the state and markets, as a means to express academic accountability, and as
a venue for democratic writing to encourage members of the general public to
participate in academic dialogue. I conclude the paper by discussing possible

directions for the future development of online public writing.

Keywords: public sociology, collective online writing, publicity
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