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Cultural Interstices and Political Decision-Making:

Identity Formation in Local Communities

Hsiu-hsin LIN

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Chiao Tung University

Abstract

The authors explore the negotiating process between subject (a local
community) and object (a broader political structure) through encounters
among local political factions, religious beliefs, and the State. In contrast to
Bourdieu’s emphasis on habitus formation using the concepts of individual
practices and fields, we use the concept of interstice to draw the focus
on the community boundary where the subject using symbolic repertoire
establishes a bricolage to transform the wider structure into a local symbolic
construct. We borrow from De Certeau’s “practice of everyday life” and
Paul Willis’s “symbolic creativity” to interpret how a subject operates in a
manner that differs from the simply coined “cultural resistance”. We suggest
that a subject’s “art of making” results from interactions among a cultural
framework, larger system, and historical occasion, and that this trajectory
move along in forming the community identity —that is, an unpredictable
“grounded aesthetic” that bends according to historical flow. Inspired by
Geertz’s work on blurred genres, we adhere to a specific textual style that

moves from individual perception to a broader structure.

Keywords: politics of everyday life, identity formation, local community,

state, symbolic construction
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