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Determinants of Kinship Networks in Taiwanese Business Groups

Zong-rong LEE

Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica

Abstract

Scholars in East Asian studies have long recognized Chinese familism
as an important cultural practice underlying economic life in Taiwan.
Under familism, kinship dynamics represent a pivotal governing force in
the organization of business ownership, control networks, and expansion
strategies. Two questions emerge: Do visible global kinship networks
exist within markets long perceived as family capitalism archetypes? If
so, what factors affect kinship formation among business groups? While
business group researchers in Taiwan have long examined the intra-group
dimensions of kinship ties, few systematic studies have focused on inter-
group dimensions. In this study, hypotheses derived from three major
theoretical traditions—familism, political economy, and post-industrialism—
are formulated and tested using a large body of data on business groups and
kinship networks among business owners. The data support the familism
and political economy perspectives and refute the post-industrial hypothesis.
Theoretical implications for organization studies, economic sociology, and

class analysis are discussed.

Keywords: Business group, kinship network, kinecon group
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1 18 XEEF SR - TRl =EIN 1950 1211483 11 145
2 17 EmEE 2R HRBAEY 1950 1,674,573 8 17
3 9 BERTE =R =78 1962 3,489,238 1 38
4 8 OfF K EMT 1950 213,413 43 101
5 8  ARRIT TR0 (3= 1992 388,683 24 71
6 8 OFTE =R RR7 1988 2332619 3 26
7 8 WkE B FBIEE 1959 7,806 270 12
8 7 OmFiE 1RO EIISE 1955 96,118 58 60
9 6 K@ RE MEFL 1950 333,907 31 88
10 6 F% b SEE 1967 1,637,204 9 108
11 6 %X TR MIBHE 1993 401,826 22 26
R 6 B8 aflt EXRE 1954 2,127873 6 139
13 5 TESE EFSHENHRE RER 1987 2,582 520 n/a
14 5 DS RBHEHRE BEE 1955 7512 282 13
15 4 B b =87 1961 1,979,043 7 85
16 4 OF s SRIN 1966 2,183,360 5 166
17 4 T RE TBS 1963 33,607 102 24
18 4 ENEE SRNEEB Eiom 1966 372,977 25 161
19 4 KExEEB SHREESE MBE 1957 30,407 108 65
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