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Gender Practices and Work Identities of Returned Female Domestic

Migrant Workers During Taiwan’s Industrialization Era

Su-Chiu CHEN
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National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

This article has two goals: to supplement historical records of women’s
working experiences and their urban life experiences during Taiwan’s
industrialization era, and to respond to the debate on how women’s labor
market participation affected their resistance to patriarchal norms. This article
refutes the argument that Taiwanese women’s participation in 1960-70s
labor markets did not lead to significant changes in their family statuses. By
analyzing working experiences under different conditions, it instead argues
that less insulated and repressive working conditions provided female migrant
workers with greater mobility in urban spaces, allowing them to develop
strategies for acquiring resources to challenge established gender roles. This
article also contends that Taiwanese women who developed positive work
identities in urban spaces before returning to rural areas did in fact resist
existing patriarchal norms. However, successful change was often delayed
until the power and control of the elder generation on the husband side

declines.

Keywords: Female labor, industrialization in Taiwan, mobility, domestic

migrant worker, work identity
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