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Taiwanese Ballads: Shanghai and Other Mixed-blood Influences on
Popular Music in Taipei from 1930 to 1960

C. S. Stone SHIH

Department of Sociology, Soochow University

Abstract

This research challenges previous Mandarin popular song-centered
discourses that always took for granted that “Taipei reflects Shanghai” and
“Hong Kong inherits Shanghai.” T make use of music context analysis,
qualitative interviews, and GIS spatial analyses of the performances of Chi
Lu-Shyia to trace popular music interaction between Shanghai and Taipei
since the nineteenth century Qin dynasty. In addition, the popularity of
Taiwanese Xiao-Qu pop during the Japanese colonial period is an example of
the subjective and mixed-blood elements of Taiwanese ballads that evolved
into the three cities streets, Monga, Dwaduedia, and Ximending categories.
My main conclusion is that the injection of various musical influences into

Taiwanese ballads is a result of pseudo-globalization.

Keywords: Taiwanese ballads, Taiwanese pop Xiao-Qu, Chi Lu-Shyia,

mixed-blood songs, Shanghai
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