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Changes in Gender-role Attitudes in Taiwan, 1991-2001
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Abstract

The author examines changes in Taiwanese attitudes toward gender
roles between 1991 and 2001, a period of social transformation. According to
pooled cross-sectional data from the 1991 and 2001 Taiwan Social Surveys,
there was a significant increase in egalitarian attitudes toward women’s
work and familial roles among both women and men. Women made a more
pronounced shift in attitudes toward gender-role segregation within families,
while men made a more pronounced shift regarding women’s employment.
Results from a cohort analysis of changes indicate that both cohort succession
and intra-cohort changes have contributed to increasing egalitarianism
among both women and men. Change in male attitudes has been affected
more within cohorts than via cohort succession, while change in female
attitudes has been affected more via cohort succession. According to results
from intercorrelation analyses, these changes in attitudes are consistent with
symbolic-interaction perspectives. Unlike men’s attitudes, women’s attitudes
are more likely the result of group norms, and thus more ideologically based;
men’s attitudes are shaped more by their positions or life situations and thus
less ideologically based. The data also indicate that the trend of increasing
egalitarianism is widespread, occurring approximately equally in all socio-

demographic subgroups. The one exception is women with higher levels of
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education, whose changes were found to be smaller compared to less educated

women, likely due to a ceiling effect.

Keywords: Gender role attitudes, cohort change, cohort analysis, social

change, women’s employment
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