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Family Language Choice in Taiwan

Ko-Hua YAP
Department of Sociology

National Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

This study depicts the current situation of family languages in Taiwan
and clarify the effects of class, national identity and location on family
language choice, using 2013 Taiwan Social Change Survey and 2010
census data. The main findings are (a) although the new middle class most
prefer Mandarin, there is no significant difference between the classes when
education is considered; (b) Chinese identity promotes the use of Mandarin,
but Taiwanese identity does not revive the use of Minnan (Hokkien) in
the Hoklo Families that has lost their native language; (c) family language
choice is strongly influenced by neighborhood language preference—as
people continue to migrate to northern metropolitan area where Mandarin is
dominant, more and more families lose native language environment. These

findings point to the plight of Taiwanese native languages.

Keywords: Sociolinguistics, ethnicity, class, national identity, neighborhood

effect
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|1 SRIEFFENEHEDW

ERmaniEs R BRI \ZEREEEE
M1-2 M2-1 M2-2 M2-3
©RkE (HRAE : BR)
BREBR 1.515%%  1.583%% (.649%* 0.659%* 0.624**
(0.256)  (0.268) (0.248) (0.251)  (0.250)
BRENE 1.613%%  1.483%% ]221%% 1.077%% (0.971%*
(0.239)  (0.244) (0.237) (0.238)  (0.241)
BR 1.420%%  1.508*% 0.517%% 0.501*%  0.415%
(0.202) (0.212) (0.197)  (0.200)  (0.202)
BR+NE 2.761%%  2.610%* 2.090%% 1.918*%* |.668%*
(0.620)  (0.618) (0.611)  (0.604)  (0.602)
NE 3.265%%  3.071%F  2.406%* 2.175%% 2.004%*
(0.291)  (0.297) (0.268)  (0.270)  (0.285)
Z% 0.568%*  0.630%* 0.499%*% (0.532%* (.539%*
(0.122)  (0.128) (0.112) (0.114) (0.116)
A (R - 1945LART)
1946~1955 0466  -0.049 0302  -0.059  -0.099
(0.326)  (0.362) (0.273) (0.292)  (0.306)
1956~1965 0.946*%* 0329  0.865** 0348  0.377
(0.306)  (0.357) (0.252) (0.286)  (0.298)
1966~1975 1.578%*  0.623 1.213%*  0.464  0.460
(0.297)  (0.352) (0.248)  (0.288)  (0.299)
1976~1985 2.055%*%  0.861%  1.883%* 1.023%* 1.030%*
(0.299)  (0.358) (0.251) (0.294)  (0.305)
1986~1994 2.831%%  1.460%* 2.676%* 1.706%* 1.786**
(0.309)  (0.370) (0.265) (0.311)  (0.323)
YEREE (WIRE : NaRUT)
Eijas 0.201 0.378 0.338
(0.415) (0.309)  (0.322)
S0 1.280%* 1.201%%  1.253%*
(0.346) (0.270)  (0.281)
=R 1.752%* 1.265%% 1.208**
(0.363) (0.291)  (0.301)
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RERED R BRI IR EESS
M1-1 M1-2 M2-1 M2-2 M2-3

pNE] 2.450%%* 1.663%%  1.675%*
(0.370) (0.301)  (0.311)

iasanzil 2.865%* 1.650%*  1.702%*
(0.412) (0.344)  (0.354)

PSR (E8B4R : IERIGIA)

e 0.271 0.037 0.454* 0287 0.316
(0.248)  (0.259) (0.214)  (0.220)  (0.224)
BE/EES -0.280  -0275 -0361  -0318  -0.336
(0.250)  (0.265) (0.212) (0.218)  (0.224)
FOPERSHR 0.519%* -0.108 0.253*%  -0.069  -0.089
(0.134)  (0.152) (0.125) (0.139)  (0.140)
SEARE -0.034
(0.036)

PEAFBE 0.054%*
(0.017)

FEH S3.406%%  -3.813%% LD 496%* 2.825%* .2 85k
(0.295)  (0.347) (0.242) (0.274) (0.274)
Nagelkerke R? 0346 0.408  0.275 0302 0309
N 1819 1819 1819 1819 1775

&F ¢ IEIMABIEEESR © * p<0.05, ** p<0.01
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M3-1A[ERMI-105 B - R ZREEAE ~ W~ ERY
TR~ B RS » BNEERERE RS (R2) - M32MABHRE
J o AIEIMI-2 o (AR RS (R BRI K o r 2 R i R B
WAFERE - BERE T > B NE DU i AR 22 5 -
SERRMERE 220 AT » B8 22 R 2 i T AR A M /R S R R e B
AR » M1-28R 19765 DUtk A & B3 LR AR 3R 3835
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SR=

e =

]/ RIFEFEEEHVEERDHNT

RE RS % LR/ RS
M3-1 M3-2 M4-1 M4-2 M4-3

“xer (WA - B8R2)

BREABR -1.540%%  -1.570%% -1.150%*% -1.145%% -1.063%*
(0.304) (0.318) (0.287) (0.291)  (0.290)

BRE+NE -1.940%* -1.814%*% _1387%*% -1.262%% -1.134%*
(0.319)  (0.325) (0.283)  (0.285)  (0.290)

BIEERE S3.217%%  3227%% J3.150%F  3.108%* -2.806%*
(0.259)  (0.264) (0.267) (0.269)  (0.270)

Z% -0.647%%  -0.734%% _0.467%% -0.498%* -0.535%*

(0.116)  (0.122)  (0.113)  (0.115)  (0.118)
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RERERES = LR/ \ZERERRAEE
M3-1 M3-2 M4-1 M4-2 M4-3
LA (R - 1945LAR1T)
1946~1955 -0.834%* -0.526%  -0.750** -0.549*  -0.600*
(0.253)  (0.265) (0.239) (0.248)  (0.261)
1956~1965 -0.994%* -0.527  -1.104%* -0.798** -0.870%*
(0.240)  (0.272) (0.226) (0.253)  (0.266)
1966~1975 -1.703%%  -0.899%* -1.378%* -0.825%* -0.849%*
(0.241)  (0.280) (0.228) (0.262)  (0.274)
1976~1985 22.140%%  -1.073%% -1.978%% _-1.288%* _].336%*
(0.248)  (0.290)  (0.235) (0.273)  (0.284)
1986~1994 22.618%% 1.378%% 2810%* -2.018%* -2.209%*
(0.266) (0.312) (0.263) (0.303) (0.316)
YEREE (BRE: N8UT)
Eijas -0.039 0.000 0.141
(0.263) (0.240)  (0.249)
SR -0.907%* -0.745%%  -0.677**
(0.231) (0.216)  (0.222)
=R -1.742%% -1.044%*%  -0.967%*
(0.260) (0.244)  (0.250)
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