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Manifestation of /ing Efficacy:

From Symbolic System to Social Coalition

Jen-chieh TING

Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica

Abstract

Although /ing is a key concept for understanding Chinese folk
religion, it suffers from a lack of theoretical analysis. That explains the
motivation for this paper, which begins with a discussion of how social and
supernatural worlds are defined and reproduced in Han patrilineal society. A
structuralization principle considered inherent to the system may presuppose a
manifestation of spiritual efficacy, resulting in analytical distinctions between
two kinds of efficacy: mere and interactive. A secondary type may consider
reciprocity between spiritual efficacy and receiver feedback. The secondary
efficacy framework hints at the long-term link between spirit and collectivity,
meaning that many collective processes may be connected to this kind of
efficacy social construction. We also discuss the concept of “doing efficacy”
as a means of understanding supply and feedback within the secondary
efficacy process. It is hoped that this study contributes to the establishment of
a useful framework for understanding links between the Han symbolic system

and social mobilization.

Keywords: efficacy, folk religion, coalition, reciprocity, structuralization
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