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A Network Analysis of New Age Groups in Taiwan

Chialuen Chen
Center for General Education, Hungkuang University

Abstract

Taiwan’s New Age Movement is a decentralized and loosely connected
network of groups based mainly on the multiple linkages among participants.
The author uses the concepts and methods of network analysis to identify four
kinds of linkages — personal ties, group ties, Internet ties, and cross-
membership ties — that connect various New Age groups. The visualization
of networks helps to inspect the traits of each network. The results indicate
that a) the networks of Taiwan’s New Age groups are decentralized, poly-
centered, and multi-dimensional; b) only two kinds of New Age groups
exhibit group ties that could be replaced by others kinds of ties, indicating the
de-organization in Taiwan’s New Age Movement; c) less overlapping found
in other networks reveals an increase in external connecting effects; and d)
cross-membership linkages typify the embedded characteristic in New Age
groups and religious groups.

Keywords: New Age Movement, network organization, network analysis,
cross-membership, sociology of religion
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RERAM BRI BORIR - PRI EH R BT B R B B E) -
1960 FRLUKEF L E R G2 E MM —BREHAELERS » Campbell
(1972: 121-123) FERAREAK B 8= 5 0 B LA e BRI DR A ol B3 2
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