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Challenges in “Translation” for Technology
Transfer: Artificial Oyster Propagation in
Taiwan

Yu-Ju Chien

Department of Sociology, National Taiwan University

For approximately two decades the Taiwanese government has allowed
private companies to use patent rights and exclusive licenses for ideas
developed via government-funded research, including agricultural and
aquacultural technologies. Few efforts have been made to investigate how
shareholders perceive these contractual relationships. This study examines
an unsuccessful case involving oyster farming, in which an artificial
propagation technique was created and transferred but unsuccessfully
marketed. While Taiwanese oyster farmers still prefer naturally collected
spat, the company receiving the patent experienced significant difficulty in
selling its product. This study uses actor-network theory with framing and
overflow concepts to show how actor cognition and knowledge are shaped by
local context, resulting in situations where technology transfer contracts may
fail to deal with the overflows. Our results indicate that the government must
consider social relationships, environments, market conditions and other
non-technical factors when promoting technology transfers.

Keywords: technology transfer, local knowledge, translation, framing,
overflow
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