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Investment in Love: Relational Work in Gay
and Lesbian Family Businesses

Hong-Zen Wang

Department of Sociology, National Sun Yat-sen University

This paper explores how people do relational work in family businesses
in ways that connect intimacy and economy. Using interview data from
fifteen gay and lesbian, and two heterosexual couples who own their own
businesses, the author explains connections between intimacy and economy
by applying Zelizer's concept of "relational work," which refutes the "hostile
world" and "nothing-but" theses. Entrepreneurship is described as an
important exchange medium for matching, consolidating, and promoting
intimacy, as well as an economic activity for resolving personal intimacy
issues. Intimacy clearance is described as a reverse relational work process
that confirms intimacy and economy as being highly interconnected, butin a
different manner than the Granovetterian economic sociology thesis, in which
economy is embedded in social relations.
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BIRRIERT » BRFEEENDIZE > EH TR ERER
EWTZE MBI RS KBRS o FEKEIBRE ~ #E0F ~ Bt &
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