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Hongkongers ridiculed the unprecedented movement of the citizens
since 2019 as an example of zau naan (“going into exile” or “evacuation as
refugees”), which can be analyzed as mixed efforts in search of individual
survival and futurity. This paper explores the “normalization of evacuation”
involving Hongkongers who have been seemingly planning to move/
evacuate at any minute after the anti-extradition movement. We consider
the current emergence of evacuation as based on three motivations: avoiding
danger, searching for futurity, and seeking “hometown” elsewhere. It is
both a short-term survival tactic for individual Hongkongers to cope with
the increased political pressure and a strategy for a collective Hong Kong
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community to survive across borders in a distributed and yet connected
form. Our preliminary research found that most Hongkongers have been
evacuating towards the UK and Taiwan. Evacuation, however, does not stop
after relocation but continues to work in evacuees’ everyday lives; neither
Taiwan nor the UK is totally promising. The three kinds of motivation of
evacuees cannot be necessarily satisfied anywhere. In this light, we discuss an
alternative consensus shared among Hongkongers wherever they end up—
Hongkongers manage to normalize their sense of evacuation, thus rendering
“Hong Kong” as both a point of departure and a permanent destination.

Keywords: mobility, evacuation normalization, Hong Kong, Taiwan
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2019 4F [ @ Bl 1% 1Y 88 ey 2k A o N KAS BE AR » A
B TEH > HE TBHM) (mobility) CEEKMALHE
IE TR HE N F8 Bl 50 A 08 B SR (evacuation) o BE IR 56T Y M
BENR B G > HR BRI THUEERY H % /) (normalization
of evacuation) o B A2 {8 2 7 ki £ 8 0 A BRK TREME I
FW AL WAEE > 330 Bunnell ¥ A (2018) i —fE M7
(B1E) fAMEY ) (the prospect of elsewhere — and of being
elsewhere) * 38 B 2 R AR AH B 0 3 7 A2 B BT R AR Y B Y
71 o R NN AR] 4 2 B A B R AU [FIIRE 0 TE RS B B (E P A
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(mobilities paradigm) (Sheller and Urry 2006) FfEiRIVEEIZE
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Bnrp it g At BERAEE ¢ BER USRI 0 A R AT S TIRAE o

e = EENRIE R T RS R R SR e > — AR GBE
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BUn#E AV EF  SEMBPE A SE RN TR 58S — Rk
BEhdi i HERE T B TR BIRAER o
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