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Infrastructuring Youth: Chinese
Governmental Mobilizations of Taiwanese
Young People to China

Hsiu-Hua Shen

Institute of Sociology, National Tsing Hua University

Chih-Peng Cheng

Center for General Education, National Tsing Hua University

Over the past decade, particularly after the Sunflower Movement, many
Taiwanese youth have migrated to China for studies, exchanges, internships,
employment, and entrepreneurship. This study examines the mechanisms
behind this migration by analyzing Chinese policies, secondary data, and
interviews with Taiwanese youth and relevant stakeholders. Applying
the concept of “migration infrastructure,” it explores how China has
systematically developed four interrelated dimensions—regulatory,
social, technical, and commercial—to facilitate this movement and shape
perceptions of China and cross-strait relations. Findings reveal that the
Chinese government strategically aligns its initiatives with Taiwanese
youth’s career development needs, constructing a highly organized and
institutionalized migration infrastructure that integrates material,
discursive, and cultural elements. This infrastructure influences migration
motivations and pathways, encouraging movement to China for social and
economic capital. While each dimension operates under distinct institutional
logics, they intersect—sometimes reinforcing, sometimes contradicting
one another—Ileading to institutional involution. This study challenges
the assumption that middle-class or highly educated individuals migrate
autonomously, demonstrating that Taiwanese youth’s decisions and
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experiences are deeply shaped by Chinese nationalism and state policies.
China’s engagement with Taiwanese youth functions as a key instrument
of sharp power, embedding influence in both individual trajectories and
Taiwanese society, illustrating its deep social embeddedness beyond mere
propaganda.

Keywords: Taiwan and China relations, Taiwanese youth, Chinese
nationalism, migration infrastructure, Sharp power
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